
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H565 February 23, 2021 
Sheriff Owens leads by putting people 

first, and I am so proud of the work he 
is doing to unite Cobb County and in-
still faith and trust in its police de-
partment. As one of his constituents 
and as a partner in service to Cobb 
County, it is my honor and privilege to 
recognize Sheriff Owens today. 

f 

REMEMBERING TOM SEIPEL, JR. 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to remember and 
honor Tom Seipel, Jr., who passed 
away on February 13. 

Tom had a heart for enriching the 
lives of countless children, and it 
shined in all he did. 

After graduating from Ohio State 
University, he moved to Seoul, South 
Korea, to teach English to kinder-
gartners. Tom then returned to the 
U.S. to serve as a children’s minister in 
Kentucky for several years. 

He later selflessly moved to Nica-
ragua, where he opened and operated a 
children’s ministry to provide meals 
and afterschool tutoring for the poor 
children of Managua. While there, Tom 
also taught at Nicaragua Christian 
Academy. 

In his final years before losing his 
hard-fought battle with cancer, he re-
ceived treatment in Savannah, Geor-
gia. 

Tom’s legacy will surely live on for 
many years to come, and I am thankful 
for the positive impact he made on 
countless lives. My thoughts and pray-
ers go out to all who knew and loved 
him, especially the love of his life, 
Margarita, and their daughter, Mia Isa-
bella. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MACOMB AND 
OAKLAND COUNTY STUDENTS 

(Mr. LEVIN of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to recognize the 
Macomb and Oakland County students 
who participated in my inaugural 
Ninth District MLK Jr. Day Youth 
Conference. These students brought 
their whole brilliant, vulnerable, and 
idealistic selves to the table to zero in 
on what Dr. King’s life is really about: 
transforming society to be more just. 

COVID–19 has exposed deep inequal-
ities in every facet of life, especially 
for Black Americans, who are nearly 
two times as likely as White Ameri-
cans to die of COVID–19. Imagine what 
we could do to end these disparities if 
we honor Dr. King by emulating his 
work. 

Having watched these students 
sponge up lessons on the true premise 
of MLK Day—achieving social justice— 
and make plans to fight for change in 
their own lives and communities, I am 

energized and hopeful that we can bold-
ly champion justice and equality in 
Congress. I can think of no better way 
of marking Black History Month than 
that. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PARRY McCLUER 
HIGH SCHOOL BOYS’ BASKET-
BALL TEAM 
(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Parry McCluer High 
School boys’ basketball team that won 
the Virginia Class 1 State champion-
ship this weekend. 

After trailing by 8 in the first quar-
ter to Altavista, the Fighting Blues 
lived up to their name and battled 
back—leading by 2 at halftime. In the 
locker room, Coach Cartolaro told his 
team to go out and attack in the third 
quarter. And attack they did. Quickly 
outscoring 10–2, the Blues opened up 
their lead and never looked back. When 
the final buzzer sounded, Parry 
McCluer had pulled off a 17-point vic-
tory, securing the school’s best-ever 
boys’ basketball championship and 
closing the season with an impressive 
12–1 record. 

I applaud Coach Cartolaro and the 
entire team for their fortitude and per-
severance these past few months. They 
overcame every obstacle presented to 
them and brought home the trophy to 
Buena Vista. 

Congratulations to the Blues. This 
achievement is well-deserved and their 
community is proud of their hard 
work. 

f 

EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER LAW 
(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the Equality Act. 

For far too long our Nation has failed 
to read and live up to the words that 
adorn the front of the United States 
Supreme Court: Equal Justice Under 
Law. 

We now have a rare opportunity to 
explicitly push our Nation to live up to 
its founding ideals and make that 
phrase ring true for all Americans. No 
matter who you are or whom you love, 
under the Equality Act you will be 
guaranteed the exact same protections 
as everybody else. 

LGBTQ individuals should not have 
to worry when they try to access a 
small business loan, seek healthcare, 
or buy a home. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to co-
sponsor this historic civil rights legis-
lation, and I look forward to casting 
my vote in support of its passage. 

f 

REMEMBERING RUSH LIMBAUGH 
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise tonight in sadness to acknowledge 
and commemorate the loss of an Amer-
ican icon, Rush Limbaugh, who, since 
1985, extolled the virtues of conserv-
atism on radio. 

Starting in Sacramento, California, 
for the first 3 years, 1985 to 1988, he was 
within range of my tractor and my 
pickup out in the fields, where I was 
working at the time. He was really a 
breath of fresh air for radio, for a dif-
ferent type of talk and a different 
style. 

I know he inspired millions around 
the country during his many years on 
radio. With his loss, he won’t be re-
placed. He surely led the way for many 
others to take on that mantle, but no-
body will do it quite like Rush 
Limbaugh. He did so well at it, and he 
touched so many that he was even rec-
ognized about 1 year ago right here in 
this Chamber by President Trump with 
the Medal of Freedom, one of the high-
est honors anybody can receive. 

Mr. Limbaugh may be controversial 
to some, but he was always coming 
from truly a humble heart to try to get 
a message out to what America was 
about, his love for this country, and a 
love for its ideals. 

So I know that many will miss him, 
and I am glad to be honored to help 
touch on his legacy here tonight. 

f 

b 1930 

LIVING UP TO THE PRINCIPLES OF 
FREEDOM AND EQUITY 

(Ms. NEWMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NEWMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of the millions of 
Americans who continue to be denied 
housing, education, public services, and 
much, much more because they iden-
tify as members of the LGBTQ commu-
nity; Americans like my own daughter 
who, years ago, bravely came out to 
her parents as transgender. 

I knew from that day on, my daugh-
ter would be living in a nation where, 
in most of it States, she could be dis-
criminated against merely because of 
who she is. And yet, it was still the 
happiest day of my life, because my 
daughter has found her authentic self. 

And as any mother would, I swore 
that I would fight to ensure this coun-
try changes for the better. Without the 
Equality Act, this Nation will never 
live up to its principles of freedom and 
equality. The right time to pass this 
act was decades ago. The second best 
time is right now. 

I am voting yes on the Equality Act 
for Evie Newman, my daughter, and 
the strongest, bravest person I know. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF LUKE 

LETLOW 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, coming from Illinois, 
it is often a question I get here in this 
Chamber, why do you have a pin of the 
State of Louisiana on your lapel? 

I have the pin on my lapel because 
there is a void, a void in this institu-
tion because one of our colleagues 
wasn’t able to get sworn in. Luke 
Letlow would have made a tremendous 
Member of this institution. And I want 
to thank my colleague, MIKE JOHNSON, 
and the entire Louisiana delegation, 
and what would have been his freshman 
class, for honoring him tonight in a 
Special Order. 

Like Luke, I was a district staffer for 
years, trying to make this House be a 
better place for every single American. 
I was looking forward to serving with 
him. Unfortunately, tragedy took his 
life, and we are without his service. 

My heart goes out to his wife, Julia, 
and their two kids, and the entire 
State of Louisiana, and this institu-
tion, for not having the opportunity to 
see the true leadership of Congressman 
Luke Letlow. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LUKE 
LETLOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
BOURDEAUX). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2021, the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. JOHN-
SON) is recognized for 60 minutes as the 
designee of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam 

Speaker, our Special Order tonight is 
to honor a dear friend, one who would 
have been a colleague of ours here, and 
a great tragedy. 

Congressman-elect Luke Joshua 
Letlow, from Start, Louisiana, passed 
away from complications due to 
COVID–19 on December 29, 2020. He had 
just been elected to Congress December 
5, and he was only, as we know, weeks 
away from taking the oath of office 
and serving here with us. 

He was 41 years old. He was in the 
prime of his life and, so far as any of us 
could tell, otherwise the picture of 
health and energy and excitement and 
positivity. He was excited to serve with 
us here. His death came as a terrible 
shock to all the people of Louisiana 
and to millions of people around this 
country. 

Luke was known in Louisiana for 
having a servant’s heart. He had a 
peaceful nature about him. When he 
talked to a constituent, or a friend, or 
anyone, he made them feel they were 
the most important person in the 
world. He was one of those guys who 
was a great statesman, and he would 
have left a big mark here. 

I have also been encouraged since his 
passing to know that my friend was 
guided by his faith in Christ. A good 
friend of ours told me shortly after his 
passing that Luke was drawn even clos-
er to the Lord in his final days. In fact, 
he called this trusted prayer warrior to 
share briefly about an experience he 
had just a few nights before he passed 
away. 

He was in the hospital, and Luke said 
he felt the certain presence of God and 
his peace. Luke Letlow knew the truth 
of Christ and the peace of his salvation, 
and we all have taken great comfort in 
that. 

Luke leaves behind his devoted wife, 
Julia, and their two young children, 
Jeremiah and Jacqueline. He leaves his 
parents, Johnny and Dianne Letlow; 
his grandmother, Mary Taylor; his 
brothers, Paul and Matt, and their 
families; and a huge network of people 
who were like family to Luke and loved 
him as their own. 

He was raised in Start, Louisiana, 
just east of Monroe. For the people who 
don’t know the geography, it is north-
east Louisiana. Throughout his entire 
adult life, it was very clear how deeply 
he cared about the people of our State 
and those who live in the Fifth Con-
gressional District, which is a sprawl-
ing 24 parishes, the largest by land area 
in our State. 

He worked for Bobby Jindal during 
Jindal’s stint here in the U.S. House, 
and also later when Bobby was elected 
Louisiana’s Governor. 

Luke also worked as chief of staff for 
his predecessor and our good friend, Dr. 
Ralph Abraham, who just retired and 
left the seat open. 

Throughout Luke’s time in each of 
those positions, he made it a priority 
to work every day to benefit those that 
he served. He wanted to make life bet-
ter for the people of his home State 
and, in those efforts, he worked closely 
with our farmers and the oil and gas 
industry and countless small busi-
nesses to ensure they were given every 
opportunity to succeed. 

Judging from his accomplishments 
and a remarkable record of public serv-
ice, there is no doubt at all that he 
would have made an outstanding Mem-
ber of Congress. 

Many people are aware now that 
there will be a special election in 
March, March 20, to fill that seat that 
he has left open, and we are delighted 
to tell you that his beloved bride, his 
widow, Dr. Julia Barnhill Letlow, will 
be running for that seat, and we expect 
that she will be taking her place here 
shortly thereafter. 

She is a native of Monroe, a dedi-
cated mother, of course, and an edu-

cation professional who has dedicated 
her life to promote and advocate for 
higher education, traditional family 
values, and our quality of life in Lou-
isiana. We are excited to soon welcome 
her here to fill the giant void that our 
dear friend and brother, Luke, has left 
us. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. HIGGINS), 
another member of our delegation. 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Madam 
Speaker, Congressman-elect Luke 
Letlow was called home far too soon. 
He was a friend and we were looking 
forward to working together here in 
the people’s House. 

His passing was so sudden and unex-
pected that it caused many of us—it 
certainly caused me to reflect upon my 
life and to be renewed in my deter-
mination to serve the people and to be-
come a better man every day, because 
that is the kind of spirit that Luke de-
livered to the world. 

He was a charming and brilliant man 
with a beautiful smile, a wonderful 
spirit, a compassionate man, driven to 
serve. 

I had the opportunity to break bread 
with Julia, Luke’s wife, last week, and 
I saw in speaking to her that Luke 
lives in the light in her eye, in her chil-
dren, and everyone that Luke touched 
during the course of his life. 

So I am prayerful that this child of 
God’s presence will be felt, that Rep-
resentative-elect Luke Letlow’s service 
will, indeed, be felt within this Cham-
ber, if we can just take a moment to 
seek that guidance that he clearly pur-
sued and listened to during the course 
of his life. He brought that to those 
that he worked with and the citizens 
that he served. So I thank my col-
leagues for arranging this Special 
Order tonight. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam 
Speaker, I thank my friend from Lou-
isiana, Mr. HIGGINS, for his remarks. 
We sat together at the funeral of Luke, 
and it was a great service. There were 
so many kind words said about him. 
And he is remembered to just be the 
great spirit and the great Louisiana 
homegrown talent that he was. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Oklahoma (Mrs. BICE), 
who is also the freshman class presi-
dent, the class that Luke of course 
would have been a part of. 

Mrs. BICE of Oklahoma. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Louisiana for yielding. 

I rise today as the president of the 
117th Congress Republican freshman 
class to express our profound sadness 
that we all share for the loss of our 
friend and colleague, Luke Letlow. 

Luke was a great American who was 
committed to serving his country and 
the people of his home State of Lou-
isiana. Sadly, Luke was taken from us 
way too early. 

I never actually had the chance to 
meet Luke. He was elected on Decem-
ber 5, which was the last day of the sec-
ond week of New Member orientation. 
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